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Wine festival auction lots prove
just about any luxury is possible

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

An adventure through Southeast Asia 
with visits to royal palaces and Mt. Ever-
est. 

Grand format bottles of the first five 
vintages of H. William Harlan’s newest 
project. 

A visit with 
celebrity jewel-
er Robert Pro-
cop in his Bev-
erly Hills home 
for a private 
wine tasting 
and the oppor-
tunity to design 
a pair of wine 
goblets with the master jeweler.

This is just a sampling of the items 
bound for the auction block at the 14th 
annual Naples Winter Wine Festival, 
which takes place at The Ritz-Carlton 
Golf Resort Jan. 23-25.

Guests will also bid on a 2015 Mer-
cedes-Benz SLS AMG GT Final Edition 
(one of 350 in the world), tickets to the 
Golden Globes (including Harvey Wein-
stein’s after party) and a private tour and 
dinner at the Mondavi Continuum estate 
in St. Helena, Calif.

Most people can only imagine the pos-
sibilities.

“The highlight of the festival has 
always been the live auction,” says Chuck 
Hallberg, festival co-chair and 
chair of the auction com-
mittee. “We pride ourselves 
on assembling exception-
al auction lots that include 
extraordinary wine packages, 
travel adventures and exclusive 
experiences.

“Each year, we’re blown 
away by the amount of money 
raised, the generosity of festi-
val attendees and the amaz-
ing impact this has for 
thousands of children 
and families in need.”

Over the years, the 
festival has raised 
more than $123 mil-
lion for the Naples 
Children & Educa-
tion Foundation, 
which gives out 
annual grants 
that have pro-
vided nearly 
200,000 children 
with the servic-
es and resources 
they need to excel.

In addition to the 

grand tasting and auction, guests attend 
private dinners prepared by the coun-
try’s finest chefs and paired with wines 
from vintners spanning the globe. Chef 
de cuisine for 2015 is Barbara Lynch, 
CEO of Barbara Lynch Gruppo, com-
prised of many of Boston’s best restau-

rants and culi-
nary experi-
ences, includ-
ing No. 9 Park, 
B&G Oysters 
and Menton, 
Boston’s only 
AAA Five-Dia-
mond, Forbes 
Five-Star, and 
Relais & Châ-

teaux property. Recently named Out-
standing Restaurateur by the James 
Beard Foundation, Ms. Lynch is a four-
time James Beard Award winner and is 
the only female in the country to hold 
the title of Grand Chef Relais & Châ-
teaux.

Ms. Lynch will be joined by 17 all-star 
chefs and 41 acclaimed vintners for the 
festival weekend. 

Ticket packages start at $8,500 per 
couple and include a $20,000 pack-
age that comes with reserved seating 
for a party of four at the same vintner 
dinner and at the live auction. For more 
information, call (888) 837-4919 or visit 
napleswinefestival.com. ■

HEATER SALE

BELIZE POOL & SPA
239.599.5666 belizepool@gmail.com

NEW CONSTRUCTION 
AND RENOVATION

GAS HEATER
Propane 250,000 BTU 
Pool Heater $1,995

HEAT PUMP
Built Right 100,000 BTU 
7-Year Warranty $2,795

Salt Systems 
From $695

We have just acquired a 
truckload of heaters. 

We also carry the brands 
you are looking for.

Installation and 
service is available 

for any heater. 
CALL TODAY!

24-HOUR SERVICE: 239.438.6918

Call Us For A FREE ESTIMATE

239-357-1177
Licensed, Insured, Bonded and Locally Owned

CleanGreenNaples.com

FOR DETAILS ON 
OUR SERVICES, VISIT US AT

Customized cleaning 
packages available.

Weekly/monthly 
agreement discounts. 


