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CUISINE NEWS

New concept will be ‘paradise’ for wine, beer and spirits lovers

BY LINDSEY NESMITH

Inesmith@floridaweekly.com

A cross between Total Wine, banquet
hall and wine bar, Paradise Wine is com-
ing soon to the Pavilion Shopping Center
in North Naples. Owners Leigh Benoliel
and Blaine East promise 3,000 wines,
1,200 liquors and 800 craft beers in their
retail operation. Several in-house selec-
tions will also be available on tap at two
tasting bars and the full-service bar.

The idea was born when Ms. Beno-
liel and Mr. East watched a friend enjoy
runaway success with a similar concept
in North Carolina. It was so popular that
there ended up being three stores, Ms.
Benoliel says about the sip-while-you-
shop experience.

She and Mr. East worked in their friend’s
flagship store for about six months before
deciding to do some reconnaissance in
Florida for opening their own store. A
Florida native who had enjoyed a career
in developing shopping centers, Mr. East
was eager to return to the Sunshine State.
Ms. Benoliel had worked as a producer
and editor for network television and
was ready for a change in scenery from
southern California.

“We drove from one end of Tamiami
Trail to the other, and when we came to
Naples, I said, “This is the place,” Ms.
Benoliel says. After three more trips, Mr.
East was also convinced.

Paradise Wine will open in the former
site of Anthony’s Ladies Apparel. In addi-
tion to the retail operation, there will
be an event space, an education room, a

catering kitchen and a 3,000-square-foot
patio where guests will be able to enjoy
their purchases.

Ms. Benoliel describes it as “80 percent
retail, 20 percent infotainment,” meaning
that customers will not only find a wide
variety of beverages to purchase, they
will also be able to avail themselves
of classes curated by Director of Wine
Education Jim Morris and presented by
a wide variety of experts from the shop’s
distributors and suppliers.

Bartender and restaurant competitions
will give professionals in the local food
and wine industry the chance to compete
to have their creations featured at Para-
dise Wine, and the partners also hope to

COURTESY RENDERING
Paradise Wine, set to open in July in the Pavilion Shopping Center, will have a retail operation
as well as a full bar, tasting bars, event space and wine education programs.

draft local restaurants and catering com-
panies for events.

For more information and to watch for
an official opening announcement, visit
paradisewinellc.com or visit the store’s
Facebook page.

Naples Winter Wine Festival
announces special start for 2016
Naples Winter Wine Festival has
announced plans to open its 2016 festivi-
ties with a tasting celebrating the legend-
ary 1976 Judgment of Paris (also known
as the Paris Wine Tasting of 1976), a com-
petition in which two American wineries,
Chateau Montelena and Stag’s Leap Wine
Cellars, bested French submissions and
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won credibility and renown for Califor-
nia wineries.

Attending the commemorative tast-
ing will be Steven Spurrier, the Parisian
wine merchant who created and hosted
the original event; George Taber, former
Time Magazine journalist who covered
the event; and Bo Barrett of Chateau
Montelena and Ted Baseler of Stag’s Leap
Wine Cellars, who will present a tasting
of their wineries’ celebrated vintages.

“We are thrilled to bring the ‘wine
event of the century, to the Naples Win-
ter Wine Festival,” Sandi Moran, co-chair
of the 2016 festival, says. “We always try
to offer guests unique experiences found
nowhere else in the world, and this year’s
event is no exception. Guests will have an
incomparable opportunity to taste wines
from the very wineries that put California
on the map.”

The commemorative event at 10 a.m.
Thursday, Jan. 28, at The Ritz-Carlton
Golf Resort will launch a weekend of
NWWEF festivities themed “Great Expec-
tations” for 2016. Tickets for the 1976
Judgment of Paris commemoration are
$1,500 per person and will go on sale this
fall. For more information, call 514-2239
or visit napleswinefestival.com. H
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NEW SEASONAL HOURS
5-10 p.m. © 7 Days a Week

NIGIRI
HAPPY HOUR
BUY ONE
NIGIRI
GET ONE FREE
ALL NIGHT

LONG!

*Not valid with other promotions.
Offer expires July 2, 2015.

25% OFF

JUNE 30!

Like us on Facebook for
additional weekly specials!

Located at:

SELECT BOTTLES OF
WINE THROUGHﬁr

naplesclubsushl com 1

2555 Tamiami Trail North, Naples, FI. 34103

SHOW
THIS
TO YOUR
SERVER
AND RECEIVE
BUY ONE
GET ONE
FREE
DOMESTIC
BEERS,
HOUSE WINE
AND HOUSE
COCKTAILS

239.261, 4332

Our Award Winning
Baby Back Ribs,
Chicken, Pork
and Beef
accompanied by
our homemade
Cole Slaw and
Baked Beans
can be brought
to your event
by our
mobile char-grill.

| Like us on

B/ Facebook

For a Catering quote in Lee County call 209-0940 & in Collier County call 691-7379
Catering Services from 25 -

5,000 e www.ribcity.com
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WITH PURCHASE
OF $40 MINIMUM
PER PERSON.
Cannot be used in
conjunction with first
seating, lunch special,
happy hour or nightly
specials. Good till 6/30/15.

RESTAURANT —
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SPECIALS!

FISHERMAN’S PLATTER $19 =

Fried Oysters, Scallops, Calamari, Shrimp, White s
Fish, Tarter Sauce, Malt Vinegar Slaw ¢ Chips - i

SHARE A PAELLA $48
Fish, Clams, Mussels, Shrimp, Squid,
Chorizo, Saffron & Bomba Rice

RAW & CHILLED BAR
12 Oysters $12 » 12 Clams $6
10 Cajun Shrimp on Ice $12
1% Lb. Alaska King Crab Legs $90

WINE FLIGHT NIGHT

Four 2 oz. House Pours $8
BRANZINO $28

21LB.LOBSTERS $28

Steamed; Served with Drawn Butter ¢ Parmesan
Truffle Fries. Stuffed with Crab Meat, Add $5 Each

FISH Presents Exceptional Quality and Freshness at its Best!

One plate, two courses!
HAPPY HOUR
3:00PM TO 6:00PM

Half price well drinks
& house wine!
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THE VILLAGE ON VENETIAN BAY

4360 Gulf Shore Boulevard North, Naples, Florida 34103
239-263-FISH (3474) - fishseafoodrestaurant.com






